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The Thomas Harrison House is an example of eighteenth century Shenandoah
Valley wvernacular architecture, The city of Harrisonburg has grown around
the house and it is now used as offices. An unusual feature of the house is
its gable entrance, now obscured by later construction,

The slightly rectangular dwelling is two~bays wide, one~bay deep and

one-and-a-half stories high. The house originally had a full English basemept,

but this has been partially covered because of a raise in grade level. The
foundations and walls are in coursed rubble limestone with well-defined flat
arches over the windows. Apparently a two-level porch originally sheltered
the east gable end and also provided passage between the f£irst and second
floors as there appears to have been no interior staircase. This porch has
since disappeared and the building is now connected to a nineteenth century
brick structure by means of a wide stone passage. An interior chimney with
a bricl stack rises off-center from the west gable, The window and door
architraves are carved from solid lengths of pine. Double-hung sash in the
north and south sides has six-over-six light; in the west gable end the sash
is four-over-four on the lower floor and early nineteenth century two-over-
two on the upper floor. An original batten door with strap hinges opens in-
to the basement. The gable roof has a molded wooden box cornice with short
returns. One gabled dormer is in the north slope and two are on the south

slope.

The interior plan features two rectangular rooms on the first floor with

a single room in the basement and on the second floor. The present stair is
in the later conmecting passage. The basement is entered by a door in the
north side. Where modern panelling has not been installed, the walls are
painted plaster. The first floor rooms have a molded chair rail and corner
fireplaces, one of which has a distinguished vernacular mantel with a floral
motif. This mantle is a replacement and was originally in the larger brick
house attached to the front. The remaining mantels have simple molded
shelves. ,

The house was built over a spring, which is accessible in the basement,
although the watexr flows on underground to nearby Black's Run. The house
also was connected by tunnel to another spring, Head Spring, on Court
Square. The tunnel was closed in 1910,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Thomas Harrison House is the oldest house in Harrisonburg, and its
builder is regarded as the town's founder. Thomas Harrison owned over a
thousand acres surrounding the house, and on thig tract he laid out the
original town. He also was instrumental in having Harrisonburg established
as the county seat of Rockingham County in 1780.

Thomas Harrison was the son of Isaiah and Abigail Harrison, descending
from a family of English extraction who had settled on Long Island in New
York around 1688. The family later moved to Delaware before finally coming
to Rockingham County, Virginia around 1738. Thomas Harrison became a major
landowner in the county, eventually acquiring 2100 acres. He built the
present house about 1750, and it remained in the Harrison family until 1870

The Harrison House was the scene of the fivst courts held in Harrisomb
after it became the county seat., Bishop Asbury, the pioneer leader of the
Methodist~Episcopal Church, often visited Harrison and conducted some of
the first Methodist services held in the county in the house. In 1794
a Methodist-Episcopal conference was held in the Harrison's house.

In addition to its historical associations, the Thomas Harrison House
is interesting as an example of a mid-eighteenth century rural house
which early in its history became part of an urban center. As one of the
Valley of Virginia's oldest examples of stone vernacular construction, the
house is a rare architectural survival,
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